THE  SUN  AND  THE   SERPENT

that many an apparently inexplicable outburst
of fanaticism has been caused by the raving of
these, prophets. Sir G. Robertson mentions that
a Hoidy war between two Kafir clans was caused
by the utterances of a " pshur," 1 which is the
title given to the inspired prophets in the valleys
of the Hindu Kush. It seems to me at least
probable that the mad attack upon a British
force at Manipur a few years ago, followed by
the murder of several officers, had a similar
origin. I was assured, by a very intelligent
chief, that no one dared to disobey the orders
of the deity received through the inspired chela.
He added that should any one do so, some dread-
ful calamity would certainly happen.

In the Himalaya, the inspired prophet at the
temples of Devas or Nagas, whatever may be his
local title, is not a sorcerer or magician. Unlike
the orthodox Brahman, he does not pretend to
any power over the divinity he represents, or any
other, either in consequence of his austerities,
or by means of mantras, or through any rites or
ceremonial. He is merely the mouthpiece of
the deity. So far as I have seen, too, the chela
does not wear any fantastic costume or grotesque
ornaments. He wears the same dress as the other
villagers, except that he must never wear shoes.
The chelas, however, of some of the Devis, and of

x  " Kafirs of the Hindu Kush/' p. 418.
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